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to them! Itobliges them, on the contrary, to speak,
and, in what they have to say for their justification,
they do not fear to be convicted of falsehood; at
least, they do not fear that anything true or substan-
tial will be opposed to them.

There is to-day hardly any province in France
where there is not some prominent person who has
lived in Louisiana; of these persons, there is not
one who has not known Jesuits there, and most of
them have even been able to scrutinize these Jesuits
very closely. Now, the Jesuits await with confi-
dence the testimony that can be rendered concerning
them, upon the points in question here; still more,
they dare to cite, as witnesses of their conduct, three
governors of Louisiana, and a vicar-general of the
episcopate of Quebec for this same colony. All were
still living in this month of June of this year, 1764;
no one has begged for their suffrages; no one has
even informed these gentlemen of what is about to
be cited from them.

The first witness will be, then, Monsieur de Bien-
ville, now captain of the Royal ships, who twenty-
two years ago retired to Paris. He must be regarded
as the founder of the colony of Louisiana; it was he
who in 1698 accompanied his brother, Monsieur
d’Iberville, when that illustrious naval officer discov-
ered the mouth of the Mississipi, which sieur de la
Salle, that famous adventurer, had missed. Mon-
sieur de Bienville was then left upon the shores of
this river, to begin a settlement there; it was he who
governed this colony for 44 years, with the exception
of a few intervals; it was he who put it nearly in the
condition in which it is to-day, by building New
Orleans and the fort of Mobile, and by forming the



